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Sam Rayburn Lake – NWTF 2024 Youth Hunt: Park Rangers from Sam Rayburn prepared hunting areas around 
Rayburn Park prior to the NWTF Annual Youth Hunt through food plot preparation, pop-up blind installation, and 
trimming vegetation for shooting lanes for the youth hunters. The National Wild Turkey Federation Houston 
Chapter JAKES program (Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics, and Sportsmanship) provides Houston youth 
chances to explore the outdoors and learn responsible hunting ethics and safety. Sam Rayburn Lake partners with 
the NWTF Houston Chapter to host an annual Youth Hunt around the lake during the Texas Youth Weekend each 
year since 2022. During the weekend of 25 – 27 October 2024, the youth hunters were able to spot an 8-point 
buck and successfully harvest one doe and one spike buck.
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